
January Speaker 
 

Donna Ballard 
 
Donna Ballard a native Southern 
Californian and an accredited 
American Orchid Society judge.  
 
After over 30 years of loving, car-
ing for, and studying plants, she 
went on to work as a professional 
interior house plant maintenance 
technician until four years ago. 

Donna now spends her time as first 
Vice President of the San Fernando 
Valley Orchid Society, creating 
talks for them and other societies, 
and volunteering as a board mem-
ber at large for the Orchid Digest 
Corp.  
 
She currently has approximately 
520 square feet of greenhouse and 
shade house growing areas where 
she has over 1300 cattleyas, paphi-
opedilums, cymbidiums, dendrobi-
ums, sarcochilus, miniature vandas 
and novelty phalaenopses as well 
as several other genera.  

Hi everyone! 
 
Happy New Year! I hope everyone 
had a good start. I had a good start 
by filling my rain barrels early. I 
collected 19 barrels, which comes 
out to be 1045 gallons. If anybody 
needs any barrels, I have 10 extra I 
don’t need. Just reach out to me any 
time. 
 
Coming into the new year, I’m 
looking forward to having a suc-
cessful year for our club, and I was 
told that I need to look for my re-

placement as president of the club. 
 
If any of you are interested, reach 
out to me anytime. The position is 
not as difficult as you might think, 
and you get a cool gold badge. It 
makes a huge difference when you 
have a great group of people in 
your administration to help. I’m 
grateful for that. 
 
I hope all who came to our annual 
Christmas dinner enjoyed it. Some 
have asked me about doing the or-
chid gift exchange like we used to 
in the past. If enough of you agree 
to it, maybe we will try it next time. 

 
Thank you, Valerie, for all your 
help organizing the event and thank 
you to all who helped out. 
 
Looking forward to enjoying the 
next year with you all and see you 
at the next meeting. 
 
Take care, 
 
Michael Miranda 
NHOS President 

President’s Message 

Meetings are held on the third 
Tuesday of each month. 
General Meeting at 7:00 p.m.  
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Culture Class         7:00 p.m. 
 

Our speaker, Donna Ballard, will 
conduct the culture class at 7:00 
p.m., right before the general 
meeting. Please join us. 
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Orchids Aweigh is published monthly.   
News deadline is the 25th of each month. 
 

Editor: Tom Harrison 
Designer/Editor:  Christine Aschan  
 

Webmaster:  Thet Htun  
NHOS Website: www.nhosinfo.org 

Officers 2025-2026 
 
President 

Michael Miranda 
 

First Vice President 

Kira Jones  
 

Second Vice President 

Dean Shoffeitt 
 

Corporate Secretary 

Rosemary Krumme 
 

Membership Secretary 

Linda Barker 
 

Treasurer 

Mary Kermani 
 

Ex-Officio 

Tom Harrison  
 

Board of Directors 
 

2023-2026 

Marilyn Bauer 
Joe Rupp 
Valerie Sanders 
 

2024-2027 

Paula Butler 
Fred Kermani  
Chitsaya Winmaw 
 

2025-2028 

Julie Ford 
Jan Hennessey  
Bill MacCorkell 

 

Mark Your Calendar 2026 
 
Our regular monthly meetings are 
held at 7:00 p.m. on the third 
Tuesday of each month, at the  
Norma Hertzog Community Center 
in Costa Mesa.  
 
Please bring a goody to share at 
the regular monthly meeting. 
 
January 20 
 

February 17 
 

March 17: Auction (tentative) 
 

April 21 
 

May 19 
 

June 16 
 

July 21: Installation Dinner at Michael 
Miranda’s house 
 

August 18 
 

September 22: Fourth Tuesday of the 
month (tentative) 
 

October 20 
 

November 17 
 

December 15: Christmas Party 

Blooms from 2025 


